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Account of the Siege of Londonderry, in Ireland, in 
July, 1689. 
{From Leland’s Hiftory of Ireland.] 


MONG the refolute and aétive northerns who took arms 

againft Tyrconnel, and his mafter James the Second, 
was George Walker, a clergyman of a Yorkfhire family, 
and reétor of a parifhin the county of Tyrone. The danger 
and turbulence of the time, when the afliftance of every 
man became neceflary, called him forth in the defence of 
law, liberty, and religion ; and in a caufe the moft glorious 
that acitizen can efpoufe, he was zealous and indefatigable. 
He raifed a regiment, and commanded it. He flew from 
poft to poft, conferred with the leaders, and animated the 
people, who were the more convinced of their danger when 
aman of his peaceable profeffion appearedin arms. As the 
enemy grew more formidable by the arrival of James, he felt 
an increafing ardour. He haftened to Derry ; he informed 
Lundy of the approach of this King, reminded him of his 
former declarations, entreated him to give the enemy battle 
before their whole ftrength was colleéted, and his garrifon 
diminifhed. Lundy ftill affe€ted vigour; asthe Irifh had 
paffed the Bann, he was now to prevent them from crofling 
} the Finn Water: He ftationed his forces for this purpofe; 
but, in the hour of danger, he refufed to fupport them, 
fhamefully abandoned his own poft, and hid himfelf within 
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the walls of Derry, fhutting the gates againft many of tho 
whofonght the fame refuge. 

In the meantime, two Englifh Colonels, Cunningham aj 
Richards, arrived in Lake Foyle withtwo Englith regimem 
They notified their arrival to Lundy, whofe orders they wey 
to obey, advifing him to fecure the paffes he had alreaij 
abandoned, that if a battle fhould be neceffary, he mig 
engage to more advantage with their reinforcement to fy 
port him. On his return to Derry. he received their lette 
his written anfwer direéted them to land; his meffenger ¢ 





liveréd his orders, that they fhorld leave their men on boat, 
and come to the city with fome of their officers to conti 
on the meafures neceffary in the prefent jun@ture, when ther 
were not provifions for ten days, though all unneceffary ped 
fons fhould be removed. Eleven officers from the fhipsa§ 
five of the town formed a council of war, in which it w 
readily agreed; in confequence of Lundy’s reprefentation 
that the place was by no means tenable; that the Englifhr 
giments fhould not larid; that the principal officers fhoi 
privately withdraw from the town, and leave the inhabitar 
to make the beft conditions in their power with the enemy 
Thefe refolutions were communicated. to the towa-coutd 
where it was refolved to offer teims of capitulation to Jam 
‘who now advanced flowly towards the city. i 
Thele proceedings werd not long a fecret to the peopk 
they faw their leaders flying, the Englith regiments prepani 
to return to England with all the provifions intended for th 
relicf, although Lundy affured them they fhould Ia 
They exclaimed agatntt the Governor, the Council, a 
every fufpetted officer ; they roared out for vengem 
againft their betrayers. In the phrenfy of rage and tem 
they flew one officer as he was haflening to efcape from! 
city ; another they wounded. In this moment of dif 
tion, Murray, a brave and popular Captain, arrived at 
head of a reinforcement, and, although Lundy commané 
him to retire, infifted on entering the town, and was rect 
with acclamations. To the foldiers who eagerly crowé 
round him, he inveighed againft the bafe purpofe of 
rendering toa cruel and perfidious enemy, and was bet 
with rapture. While he expoftulated with Lundy, 
rufhed to the walls, pointed their cannon, and fired on Jat 
and his advanced party, who approached to take pol 
fion of the city. While the more cautious and timid ® 
a deputation to apologize for this violence of an bt) 
Rrong populace, they with one voice declared for defeat 
Govern), 
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Governor, Councils, Magiftrates, at once loft all authority. 
Lundy refigned all care of the city, and concealed himfelf in 
his own houfe. The garrifon chole for themfelves two new 
Governors, Walker, the gallant ecclefiaftic, and gne Major 
Baker, that if either fhould fall they might not be left with. 
out command. By direétion of thefe menthey were formed 
into eight regiments, amounting to feven thoufand and twenty 
men, three hundred and forty-one officers. 

When the firft fudden agitation had fubfided, their refolu. 
tion grew compofed and deliberate, ‘They fuffered the timid 
to depart unmolefted. Lundy, by connivance of the new 
Governors, efcaped tothe fhips in a difguife fuited to his 
meannefs, bending under a load of match. The ftores were 
viewed, orders iffued, and obeyed with regularity ; cach re- 
giment had its own ground, each company knew its own 
baftion; they repaired each to their poft without any mi- 
litary parade, but without confufion or diforder. Eighteen 
clergymen of the eftablifhed church, and feven non-con- 
formift teachers, cheerfully fhared the labours and dangers of 
the fiege ; and, in their turns, every day colletied the people 
in the cathedral church, and by the fervour of their devo- 
tions, and thofe ftrains of eloquence which their circum. 


‘flances infpired, animated and enflamed their hearers. Some 


jealoufies, however, broke out from thefe different religious 
parties, even in the hour of their common danger ; and one 
diffenting teacher pronounced thofe unworthy to fight for 
the proteftant caufe who fhould refufe to take the covenant. 
But the difcreet and pious of both parties prevailed, 
preached obedience and mutual union, and laboured to 
elevate the people to the utmoft pitch of that devotional {pirit 
which renders courage irrefiftible. 

And here one might dwell with aftonifhment on this def. 
perate attempt of a garrifon, in a town meanly fortified and 
miferably fupplied; as yet encumbered with thirty thoufand 
fugitives who could give them no affiftance, and affailed by 
twenty thoufand befiegers. But the plain, unftudied, un- 
adorned cffufiong of their brave Governor, Walker, rife 
above all elaborate defcription, ‘* It did beget,” faith he, 
“ fome diforder among us and confufion, when we looked 
about us, and faw what we were doing, our enemies all about 
us,and our friends running away from us. A garrifon we had, 
compofed of anumber of poor people frightened from their 
own homes, and feemed more fit to hide themfelves than to 
face anenemy. When we confidered, that we had no per. 
fons of any experience in war among us, and thofe very per. 
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fons that were fent to affift us, had fo little confidence in th 
place, that they no fooner faw it but they thought fit to lea, 
jt ; that we had but few horfe to fally out with, and m 
forage ; no engineers to inftru& us in our works; no fire, 
works, not fo much as a hand-grenado to annoy the enemy; 
not a gun well mounted in the whole town ; that we had h 
many mouths to feed, and not above ten days provifion for 
them in the opinion of our former Governors ; that ever 
day feveral left us, and gave conftant intelligence to th 
enemy ; that they had fo many opportunities to divide u, 
and fo often endeavoured to betray the Governors ; that they 
were fo numerous, fo powerful, and well appointed an army, 
that in all human probability we could not think ourfelves ip 
lefs danger than the Ifraelites at the Red Sea; when we con. 
fidered all this, it was obvious enough what a dangerous un. 
dertaking we had ventured upon. But the refolution and 


courage of our people, and the neceflity we were under, and | 


the great confidence and dependence among us on God Al. 
mighty, that He would take care of us and preferve u;, 
made us overlook all thofe difficulties.” 

With minds thus pofleffed, they refifted both the perfua. 
fions and affaults of their befiegers. They made their fallies 
in a manner unauthorized by military rules. Any officer 
that could be fpared engaged in the adventure, and any fol. 
diers who pleafed followed his ftandard. Such were the re. 
peated fucceffes of this irregular war, that when the befiegers 
battered the walls, the garrifon had the hardinefs to advife 
them to {pare their labour and expence, as their gates were 
ever open, and wider than any breach they could make. 
Eleven days James continued his affaults with repeated mor. 
tifications, and without any profpeét of fuccefs. Impatient 
ot his difappointments, he left the camp and returned to 
Dublin, peevifhly exclaiming, that if his army had been 
Englith they would have brought him the town piece-meal. 
The only exploit performed in his northern expedition was 
that of reducing the fort of Culmore, and this he was fuf- 
petted to have atchieved by the help of money. 


(To be continued.) 





Method of dreffing Potatoes by Steam. 


T a time like the prefent, when potatoes are fo generally 
ufed, and allord fo good a {ubftitute for bread, a ae x 
e 
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of dreffing them fo as to preferve their good flavour, and to 
prevent that wafte which unavoidably happens in boiling, 
may not be unacceptableto the public. The articles necef- 
fary for this purpofe, andthe manner of ufing them, are as 
follow : 

Let a faucepan, of a fize fufficient for the family you mean 
to provide for, be filled about three parts full of water, and 
put uponthe fire. Then get the fleamer, which is no other 
than atin of the fame form, and nearly the fame fize and 
depth with your faucepan, and made to fit down clofe upon 
it, having « bottom fimilar to that of a cullender ; and, hav- 
ing prepared your potatoes, put them into it. When the 
water in the faucepan boils, place the fteamer upon it, and the 
fteam afcending through the apertures of the bottom, and 
being confined by a clofe lid upon the top, will drefs the 
potatoes contained therein in the {pace of twenty-five mi- 
nutes, if it be a brifk fire; but if a flow one, they will be a 
little longer.—A {mall pudding, or any thing of that kind, 
may be boiled in the water; but no meat. Care fhould be 
taken too, that the water in the faucepan do not touch the po- 
tatoes at the bottom of the fteamer. 


S. 





Singular Cuftoms in Court/hip and Marriage of the Ine 
habitanis of the Hills near Rajamhall, 


[From Afiatic Refearches. } 


HE mountaineers are reprefented to have, in general, a 
loving difpofition; their folicttude and attentions, 

when in lov e, are faid to be unceafing ;.if feparated but for 
an hour, the lovers are miferable ; they conceal their meat 
to prefent to each other privately ; the lady drefles whatever 
nice things fhe can fecrete from her parents, to treat her 
lover with, and he prefents her with rings and beads, and 
treats her with toddy. ‘They go to market, and exchange 
paun and tobacco; and on their return, fhould they perceive 
an acquaintance, they feparate to avoid being feen in come 
pany ; but by aflignation foon meet again. They retire to 
fleep together, but feldom are guilty of that indifcretion 
which is irreparable; though the fine for fuch imprudent 
conduét, which the parties are afraid to conceal, is a hog and 
a goat to the Maungy, who f{acrifices them on the fpot wh ere 
frailty made them tranf{grels, and {prinkles fome of the blood 
on 
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on them, to wafh out the ftain from his land, or rather to 
appeafe an incenfed deity, who fails not to punilh fuch abo. 
yuinations. 

Polygamy is allowed: A man may marry as many wives 
as his circumftances will admit of; that is, as often as he 
can defray the expences of the nuptials. When he fees a 
git] whom he withes to efpoufe, he fends a friend to her pae 
rents to afk her in marriage; they refer him to the lady; 
fhould he obtain her confent, he acquaints the parents, who 
defire him to return to the fuitor to advife him of their ac, 
quiefcence, and that he may prepare the ufual prefents of 
poonate (beads) and tubacane (a ring for the neck}, to pres 
fent to the lady, which being accepted, fhe is confidered be- 
trothed to him; and he, as foon as he can procure money for 
the expence of the nuptials, muft provide a turban for the 
lady’s father,with one rupee,alfo a rupee anda piece ot cloth 
for the mother, and a rupee and a piece of cloth for feveral 
of the neareit relations: Thefe, and the materials for the 
marriage feaft, being provided, a day is fixed, on which the 
bridegroom with his relations, proceed to the bride’s father’s 
houfe, where they are feated on cots and mats; and afier a 
repafl, the bride’s father, taking his daughter’s hand, and 
giving it to the bridegroom, he publicly admonifhes him to 
ufe her well and kindly, and not to murder her, threatening 
to retaliate; but if fhe fhould die a natural death, or by 
means of the Devil, it cannot be helped. Onthe eonclufion 
of this exhortation, the bridegroom, with the little finger of 
his right hand, marks the bride’s forehead with red paint; 
and the fame little finger being linked with the little finger 
of the bride’s right hand, he leads her out of the houfe to 
his own. At the expiration of five days, the bridegroom, 
with the bride, returns to her father’s, well flocked with pro- 
vifions for feafting, and having palled two or three days with 
their parents, they go home, and the ceremony coneludes. 

A man dying and leaving widows, his younger brothers, 
or younger coufins of the firft or fecond degrees, or ne- 
phews, may receive the widows as wives; if the parties dif- 
agree on thefe occafions, the children go with their mother; 
if the widow prefers returning to her relations, the children 
under ten years of age go with her, and the is entitled to a 
rupee and a piece of cloth apnually, for bringing them up; 
when arrived at that period ot life, they are fent to the sela- 
tions of their father, who paid their mother for taking care of 
them. Whenawoman has ten children, her eldeit brother 
may claim.one; the right is acknowledged from cuftom, 
though 
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though it cannot be enforced ; the child thus adopted by an 
uncle, is treated as, and has every privilege of, his own chil. 
drefi; fhould this fon by adoption arrive at manhood, die, 
and leave property, it is equally divided between the adopter 
and the father of the deceafed. 

A man defirous of marrying a widow, deputes a friend to 
afk her in marriage; fhould fhe confent the refers to her late 
hufband’s relations, the neareft of whom, for his acquiefcence, 
is entitled to two rupees and aturbah. The parents of the 
widow are next confulted ; fhould they approve, they are 
entitled to fome trifling prefents, on which the father gives 
his daughter’s hand, exhorting the bridegroom as related in 
the defcription of a marriage. The red paint is not ufed on 
a fecond marriage.~—A feaft concludes the whole. 

A man cannot marry a relation, though he may marry his 
wife’s fifters, €Xcept in the initance of younger brothers, 
coufins, and nephews, receiving one each, or more, of their 
femor kinfman’s widows, who are treated and confidered as 
wives, though there is no expence or ceremony attending 
their union. 

Should a girl be compelled by her parents to marry a man 
whom fhe diflikes, and fhould fhe be unhappy and leave her 
hufband, and in defpair‘putan end to herfelf, the parents get 
a court appointed, to enquire how their fon-in-law behaved 
to their daughter ; if it fhould appear that he treated her 
cruelly, he is confidered guilty of murder and fined, but not 
fo heavily as is common for the commutation of blood ; if 
on the contrary it fhould appear that he behaved well to her, 
it is deemed fuicide. 

Should a married woman clope with a man, and the party 
be purfued, feized, and brought back, judges are appointed to 
try the man who is generally fined, one or two fcore of 
rupees ; the hufband may or may not receive his wife, and 
the feducer has to pay the fine. 

A man conviéted of having committed adultery, is fined 
twenty or thirty rupees» he is alfo obliged to furnifh a hog, 
the blood of which being fprinkled on the adulterer and 
adulterefs, wathes away their fin, and, it is believed, will 
avert divine vengeance : ‘The ceremony ends with a featt, 
and, the parties thus purified, the hufband and friends wre 
reconciled. he adulterefs in general reveals the fecret; 
as a fuperftitious idea is entertained, that, if concealed, the 
inhabitants of the village will be vifited with the plague, or 
that the tiger or venomous animal will deftroy them. When 
any of thefe happens, it is religioufly believed to proceed 
irom 
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from the immorality and evil doings of fome individual, and 
as a punifhment for fome concealed fin; to difcover which 
they have praétices, which they place implicit faith in—one 
is called Satane, and is as follows: A-place large enough for 
a man to fit in, is brufhed and wafhed, in the middle of which 
afmall branch of the bale tree is planted, and a perfon fits 
oppofite to it, another fupplies him with a few grains of rice 
on a bale leaf, fome of which he throws on the branch, the 
remainder he is to eat, the perfon who gave it him repeating 
that he is to {wallow it in the names of all the inhabitants of 
the village ; in which fhould the finner be, it is believed, God 
will make him throw up the rice: Should this happen, he 
is next to eat fome in the names of families, and again in the 
names of all the individuals who compofe that on which the 
Satane proof falls. 

Another is called Cherreen, and is thus :—-A ftone is fuf- 
pended to a ftring, which, it is believed, will be toffed to and 
tro, on the name of the village, family, and offender: The 
third is called Gobereen, and is of a more ferious nature than 
the two former :—A pot with fome cow-dung, oil, and water, 
is put on the fire ; when boiling, a ring is thrown in; each 
perfon approaches to take out the ring, calling on God to 
proteét him if innocent, and to burn him if guilty : On this 
trial, it is believed, the innocent will efcape unhurt in taking 
out the ring, and that the guilty perfon will be feverely 
burned, without being able to put his hand into the pot, as 
the mixture, it is faid, will boil up to meet his hand. 





ELEANOR and MARYS 
A-74t2 


ADDRESSED TO THE LADIES. 


4 LEANOR and Mary were two fifters, born of very 
refpeciable parents, inthe fouth of England. An ex- 
cellent education had been beftowed upon both of them, but 
the difference of their difpofitions rendered the benefits 
arifing from it extremely various. Eleanor, the younger, 
was of a quick and lively temper; fhe loved the company of 
the fafhionable and the gay—to be admired at a ball, or praifed 
for the clearnefs of her voice, were amongit the fir objeéts 
of her ambition. The pleafures of the country, in which 
ihe lived, were all loit upon her; her mind was too light to 
meditate with comfort on ferious fubjeéts, and often did the 
9 with 
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with to have an opportunity of difplaying her imagined ele~ 
gance of form and mufical abilities in the wider range of g 
metropolitan company. Happy in reality would Eleanor 
have been, had that opportunity never offered. The temper 
of Mary was of a different caft; fhe cordially loved the 
cheerful companion, but detefted that idle frivolity which is 
generally fo confpicuous in the company of the young. 
She was affable, ferious, and devout ; fhe had made great pro- 
ficiency in drawing, mufic, and the other fafhionable ac- 
compliihments, but {till regarded them ina due light, and 
deemed them fit to pafs the jovial moment, not to engrofs 
the hour.. Frequently, would fhe reprimand, and almoft 
quarrel with her fifter, for devoting fo much time to what 
perifhes in the ufing. She had gained an intimate know. 
ledge of that ufeful language the French, which Eleanor - 
thought too laborious to acquire ; fhe ftudioufly endeavoured 
to obtain thofe graces and virtues which might befriend her 
in future years; and whilft Eleanor afted in her purfuits, as 
though fhe thought to-morrow will be for ever as this day, 
and that more abundantly, Mary wifely looked forward to 
that period in which it was probable fhe would become the 
wife and the mother, and prepared herfelf forthe proper ful. 
filment of thofe offices. The {neers of the thoughtlefs and 
the gay could avail nothing to draw her from the road of 
fenfe and virtue ; when the butterflies of the day would teaze 
her with their buzzing, fhe teazed them by her noble indif- 
ference ; whilft Eleanor, furrounded by flattery, and puffed 
up by fulfome adulation, grew vain, and beheld her acquain- 
tance with contempt. Mary felt herfelf ftill a mortal, and 
was always ready to relieve the diftreffes of her fellow creas 
tures. In fhort, {he was at once a pattern for the young and 
the delight of the aged. Though both thefe young ladies 
were beloved by their parents, in an equal proportion as they 
were equally relatedto them, yet the reader muft eafily ima. 
gine, there was hope in the future profpeét of the elder, 


* which, (in fpite of all their admonitions) was not to be found 


in the younger. Mary was a plant on which they much 
depended, nor was their confidence mifplaced ; in procefs of 
time the bud unfolded, and {pread its fragrance all around ! 
The difference of their age was about two years, and juft 
as the eldeft had attained her twentieth year, they were in 
vited to fpend a few months with a friend in London. Now 
it was that Eleanor felt enthufiaftic pleafure ; now an op- 
portunity offered for the gratification of her vanity. Her 
beauty and tinfeled perfc&tions foon, as might be expeéted, 
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paved her way into what is ftylcd the polite circle, and gained 
cher a long lift of adventuring admirers. Amongft then wa 

* a gentleman of fortune, who, having been once or twice in 
her company, was fo {mitten with her ‘beauty and voice, a 
to ‘demand her hand; and fhe; taken with the {plendour of 
his equipage, yielded ‘to the offer. 

In vain did her friends reafon with her on the neceflity of 
real affe&tion for real happtnefs; in vain did they comment 
on the frequent inconftancy of firft love ; fhe thought her. 
felf wifer than them all, and {nffered herfelf to be condufted 
to the altar by a man of fortune without principle. , But, 
zlas! how foon did fhe find her error, then too Jaté to be re. 





trieved ! Her hufband dafhed from one kind of gaiety to | 


another, till the odious gaming-table touched his all. Unable 
to fupport the concert, the fweetnefs of the voice could no 
longer charm; unable to drive the carriage, the fplendid 
equipage funk into oblivion; and coldnefs and difguft taking 
the place of momentary affeGtion, he entirely forfook her. 
To add to her misfortune, fhe found herfelf hkely to become 
amother. What could fhe dé? Rui feemed inevitable, 
and Eleanor, juft before the beautiful and gay, was now the 
wretched and forlorn. What would have become of her 
God only knows, had not her offended father, who had never 
feen her fince her marriage, heartng of her diftreffed fitua. 
tion, fent to invite her home. Thither fhe then retired from 
the deludi ng world, happy-to find herfelf again under her 
paternal roof. In due time fhe was delivered of a boy, 
which, (perhaps happily, for herfelf and family, fince, had it 
hved, it would have been the con{ftant memento of her im. 
prudence) was fhortly removed by Providence to the regions 
of felicity. 

‘Thus widowed inthe prime of life, and retired to her na- 
tive place to end her days in penitence and peace, let the 
reader leave her, and return to contemplate with delight her 
contrafl, in the charafter of her fifter. 

Mary, who upon her fifler’s marriage had returned to her 
meer al meee more congenial than London to the growth 

ved, at the age of two and twenty, theof- 
entleman of refpett lity in the nei :ghbourhood, 
1 fhe concluded an ‘ataar at once honourable and 
happy. Inthe courfeof a a few years her family increafed, and 
he whole five fons and three rp ante of which it was 
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hirelings ! All their little paffions were watched with an 
anxious and unceafing eye ; all their little wants were fup- 
plied with a benevolent and unwearied hand ; all their little 
humours, however refraétory, brought into fubjeétion, not 
by the unnatural ftroke of a rod, left to a fervant’s difcretion, 
but by the milder and equally effeftual method of maternal 
vigilance and care. Often has the exclaimed, that it was 
greater pleafure to her to fee her children comfortably put 
to reft, than to be at the moft brilliant affembly. Would to 
God, O Britain! that all thy mothers were like her! She 
thought (and let her name be venerated for the thought) pa- 
rents cannot from duty do too much for their children. 

It would be foreign to the fubje& to enlarge here; I fhall 
therefore only remark, that unlefs parents difcharge to the 
utmoft their duties to their children, they have no juft claim 
on their children for fupport, when the evil days draw nigh. 
I fhould wifli young married people to imprefs their minds 
with this fuggeftion. Having chofen to inftru& the male 
part of her family till they were beyondthe power of a 
mother to teach, they were then put under the care of a cler- 
gyman in the neighbourhood; here they received fuch in. 
firn€tion as, with their parents’ afliftance, enabled them to 
fill future flations in life with happinefs to themfelves and 
honour to their connetions. ‘The daughters, Mary entirely 
inftruéted herfelf, and having feen the danger to which. polite 
accomplifhments carried to excels expofe young women, in 
the fate of her fifter, fhe was more anxions to make them fene., 
fible and virtuous, than vain and accomplifhed. This the fully. 
effetted ; and after outliving, fome years, the partner of her 
labours, fhe was gratified at being fupported through the end 
of life by her obedient children, ali of whom, before her 
death, fhe faw happily fettled in the world: 


‘ . . a 
** Rever’d and honour’d, lovely like herfelf, 
“ 

And good, the grace of all the country round!” 





ANECDOTE of M. pte MIRABEAU. 


[From M. Bertrand de Moleville’s Annals of the French Revolu- 
tion. } 


MALOUET, fays M. Bertrand, relates the follewing 
® anecdote of Mirabeau, which is of too interefling a 


nature to be paffed overin filence. e 
Z 2 I knew 
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I knew M. de Mirabeau, fays he, only by his chara&er, 
from which I was greatly inclined to fhun him. We took 
different fides from the firft fittings of the National Affem. 
bly, and I little expefted to be fought for by him, when M. da 
Roverai, with whom I was acquainted at Geneva, and who 
was then at Verfailles, told me from him, that he. withed 
very much to confer with me. I accepted an appointment 
at M. du Roverai’s, where I found another perfon from Ge. 
neva,a M. Dumons. This was in the end of May, 1739, 
My diftruft of M. de Mirabeau kept pace with my prepof. 
feffion againft him. I confidered him as one of the mof 
dangerous innovators, and was very much aftonifhed at the 
manner in which he accofled me. “ I have been anxious,” 
faid he, “ for an explanation with you, becaufe in {pite of 
your moderation I difcover you to be a friend of liberty ; 
and I am, perhaps, more alarmed than+you at the ferment 
I fee in the minds of men, and at the mifchiefs that may 
flow from it. Iam nota perfon to fell myfelf bafely to def. 
potifm: I wifh for a free but monarchical conftitution. Iam 
riot for fhaking the monarchy ; andif meafures be not {pee. 
dily taken, the very bad heads, the great inexperience and 
arrogance whichI perceive in our Affembly, and the incon 
fiderate refiftance and provocation given by the two fir 
érders, (the nobility and clergy) make me fear as much as 
yoo that there will be dreadful commotions, I therefore ad. 
drefs myfelf to you as an honeft man. You are conneéted 
with M, Neckar and M. de Montmorin ; you muft know 
their intentions, and whether they have a plan or not. If 
they have a reafonable plan, I will fupport it.” 

This declaration made a great impreflion upon me, and it 
was fufficiently rational for me to believe it fincere: Mura- 
beau’s intelle€ts were found ; he did not choofe mifchief 
for mifchief’s fake. Upon feveral important queftions, and 
particularly upon the conftitution of the commons, in a Na- 
tional Affembly, his opinions were feen to be monarchical. 
I yielded to this explanation witha kind of confidence: I 
told him frankly that I thought as he did ; that I had no doubt 
of the neceflity for a plan of reform, and of a conititution 
that might fatisfy the reafonable expectations of the nation 
—but that I did not know, and very much doubted, whether 
er not the minifters had any determined plan; that the hefi- 
tation | had perceived in them had alarmed. me as much ag 
the arrogance of many of my colleagues. 

“* Well,” faid he, ** will you propofe to them to fee and 
eonfer with me ?” 

I confented, 
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Iconfented, and informed M. Neckar and M.de Mont- 
morin of the refult of my converfation. I found them both 
extremely averfe to any intercourfe with Mirabeau, from his 
immorality, his charagter, and the little confidence he me- 
rited. I contended againft all thefe objeétions : 1 repre- 
fented, that the man who with great talents announced honeit 
views; who, notwithftanding his immorality, did not appear 
to have yet engaged in any party, and would give great weight 
to that which he fhould embrace ; and who, far from offer. 
ing himfelf to be a corrupt tool, explained himfelf in fuch 
a manner that it was impoffible to propofe to him any fort of 
conditions, or fiétitious part,—deferved to be heard. It was 
agreed that M. Neckar fhould receive him the’next day, and 
the conference took place. But Mirabeau expeéted they 
would open themfelves to him, whereas they had only con. 
fented to hear what he had to fay. He waited for the com- 
munication of a plan, and it is probable that they had not 
one to communicate. The conference accordingly was dry 
and fhort: he went away difcontented, and faid to me, as he 
came into the hall, “ I go there no more, but they fhall 
hear of me ;” and he has been but too true to his word.— 
There ended our intercousfe, and I was two years without 
{peaking to him. 


—* 





Anecdotes of the late Daniel Dancer, commonly called the 
, Mifer of Harrow Weal Common. 


[From the Annual Necrology for 1797-8.] 


N infatiable thirft after wealth, fo jufily denominated 

** amor fceleratus habendi,” by a poet of the Auguftan 

age, is only known in what is termed a high ftate of civiliza. 

tion. In the infancy of fociety man is content with what, 
nature freely fupplies. 

But it is not only during the ideal “ golden age,” that this 
paflion is extin&t ; we find little or no veltige of it even 
among the unpolifhed tribes contemporary with ourfelves. 
True it is, that a property exifls in the carcafes and ikins of 
the wild beafts deftroyed for fubfiftence, and the arms made 
ufe of for defence ; thefe, indeed, conftitute all their wealth. 
But who ever heard of a Laplander hoarding his fuperfluous 
train oil ? of a native of Kamfchatka burying the furs of 
the fea otter ? or a Cherokee chief contemplating, = ful- 
en 
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len delight, thofe dreadful, but to him ufeful weapons, hig 
tomahawk and his fcalping knife ? 

Avarice, that whimfical and capricious ftimulus ; that only 
paffion which gathers ftrenth with age, and fti!l perfecutes 
when all others have ceafed to torment us ; is the vice, then, 
of aman notin a favage but a civilized fate. 

A luxurious Roman, in the times of the Emperors, pined 
after the wealth he had fpent in inglorious debauchery, and 
actually put an end to his exiftence, becaufe he had no more 
than fifteen or twenty thoufand pounds, of our money, re- 
maining out of his immenfe fortune. In our own days, 
a Knight of the Shire (Mr. Elwes) in a late Parliament, 
who poffeffed property worth near half a million, was ac. 
cuftomed to pulh his horfe acrofs ploughed fields, and dine 
upon hard eggs, to efcapt the ruinous expence incidental to 
turnpikes and taverns: and this fame legiflator, who would 
play a rubber at whift for a couple of hundred guineas, 
walked home on foot every night from the gaming houfe, to 
fave a fhilling for a hackney coach: ! 

We have had many other fingular examples of this mania 
(for fo it may be juftly termed) in ftill more recent times, 
Scheven, a rich banker of Hamburgh, who died in January, 
1798, is faid to have denied himfelf net only the comforts, 
but even the neceffaries of life ; and, among other-inflances 
of penurioufnefs, we learn, that, after a faithful fervice af 
feventeen years, he called in the aid of a German taylor, for 
the purpofe of attempting to turn his coat! In our own 
country, and inthe immediate vicinage of the metropolis, (at 
Kentifh Town) a bachelor* of more than eighty years of age, 
liftening at length tothe perhaps gratuitous advice af a. phy- 
fician, determined to treat himfelf with a botile of his own 
wine ; but this firft fit of extravagance actually proved mor- 
tal, for, as he never trufted any body with a key, in confe., 
quence of removing from a werm bed to a damp cellar, he 
brought on a fhivering fit, which being fuddenly followed by 
an apoplexy, the mifer is faid to have expired on the fpot! 

Daniel Dancer was born in 1716, in the hamlet of Weal, 
in the neighbourhood of Harrow. He was defcended from 
arefpe€table yeoman’s family,’ in the county of Hertford, 
and his grandfather ap pears to have been fettled at Buthy, neat 

9 W attord, 


* Mifers are general!y bachelors.. This circumftance undoubt- 
edly originates in a peculiar {pecies of economy; for, poffefling 
the faculiv of retention in an emine ent degree, i | feem averie to 
the idea of even fquandering away their affections / 
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Watford, where he followed the profitable occupations of 
mealman and maltfter. His father, who refided at Stone 
Caufeway, on Harrow Weal Common, poffefled confiderable 
property in land, which he farmed himielf: he had four 
children, three fons and a daughter ; and on his death, in 
1736, his éldeft fon, Daniel, fucceeded to the eltate. 

It has fomewhere been afferted, that there never yet were 
three fucceflive generations of mifers ; the Dancers, how- 
ever, fori a {pecial exception to this rule, for it is an un- 
doubted fa&, that the grandfather, the father, and all the chil. 
dren, were ftriétly entitled. to this appellation ! Their cha. 
raéters; however, were of a peculiar caft; for it was the am- 
bition and the occupation of their lives, not to accumulate 
for the fake of their offspring, or relatives, or pofterity, or 
themfelves, but from the fame principle that the magpie is 
faid to fteal gold—merely for the pleafure of Azding it! 

The contemporaries of the grandfather are now no more, 
and but few traditional anecdotes have been handed down 
concerning him. But Daniel was fatisfied that his father had 
concealed money to the amount of: more than one thoufand 
five hundred pounds in the premifes occupied by him, and 
this occafioned no little uneafinefs ; but it did not proceed 
from the fear of its not being difcovered, but from the dread 
left his brothers might find it, and not deliver it tohim. This 
rendered him cautious of mentioning his fufpicions; and it 
was fulltwo years before any part of it was found. At 
length, on removing an old gate, about two hundred pounds 
m gold and bank notes, which had been concealed between 
two pewter difhes under one of the pofts, were fortunately 
difinterred. ‘The reft was never heard of. 

It was in the paternal manfion at Aftmifs, at Caufeway- 
gate, on Harrow Weal Common, that Daniel was doomed 
by the fates to fpend the whole of his life, which feems to 
have been one uninterrupted dreary blank. His wretched 
habitation was furrounded by about eighty acres of his own 
rich meadow land, with fome of the fineft oak timber in the 
kingdom upon it; and he poffeffed an adjoining farm called 
Waldos, the whole of the annual value of about two hun- 
dred and fifiy pounds per annum, if properly cultivated. 
But cultivation was expenfive, and fo Daniel permitted grefs 
1, in fo negletted a flate was the 
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This was exa&tly what was wanted by the folitary poffef. 
for, for he appears to have led the life of a hermit during 
more than half a century, and to have been as much unac. 
quainted with, and unknown to the world, although refiding 
within eight or nine miles of the capital, as if he had been 
the inhabitant of adefert. His principal, and, indeed, only 
dealing with mankind, arofe from the fale of his hay ; and 
he was feldom accofted by any body, except when he wan. 
dered about the common to pick up a ftray lock of wool, col 
le& the dung of fheep under the hedges, or trudged along 
the road in fearch of paper, old iron, or caft horfe-fhoes. 

His wealth was thus produétive of no other enjoyment 
than the fordid and unavailing one arifing from the contem. 
plation of riches which he did not dare to enjoy. On the 
contrary, it feemed to carry a curfe along with it, and to en. 
gender a variety of calamities to the wretched poffeffor. As 
he lived entirely alone, after the death of his fiffer, for he 
could never prevail upon himfelf to be at the expence of a 
wife, the temptation to rob the old mifer proved irrefiftible 
to thofe who lived by rapine; ‘indeed, there is fome reafon to 
fuppofe tliat they contemplated the plunder of a man of his 
penurious difpofition with but little compunétion or remorfe: 
his avarice, if not an excufe for, at leaft feemed an allevia« 
tion of, the crime. He was accordingly robbed frequently, 
and, if report be true—for this was a fubje&t on which he did 
not choole to enlarge—to avery confiderable amount. He, 
however, once confeffed, with tears in his eyes, to his niece, 
who had feen whole and half-pecks of halfpence on his ftair- 
cafe, that “* all—all was gone !” 


(To be continued.) 





REFLECTIONS. 


DVICE is feldom well received, well intended, or pro- 
duttive of any good: It is feldom well received, be- 
canfe itimplies a fuperiority of judgment in the giver ; and 
it is feldom intended for any other end than to fhew it : It is 
feldom of any fervice to the giver, becaufe it more frequently 
makes him an enemy than a friend; and as feldom to the re- 
eciver, becaufe, if he is not wife enough to a& properly 
without it, he will {carcely be wife enough to diitinguith 
that which its good. 
Put only this reftrition on your pleafures, be cautious that 
they hurt no creature that has life. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


WO perfons a fhort time ago, ftrangers to eachother, 
took their departure together from an inn, in one of the 
ftage coaches. After fome time one of them faid, ““ Here 
is a fine morning, Sir.” The other remained filent. They 
rolled on a mile or two, when the firft fpoke-again. ““ Well, 
how do you do, Sir?” “ Iam very well, thank you, Sir,” 
was the anfwer, but no more. Some time after the talkative 
gentleman accofted his filent companion with, ‘* Well, my 
friend, and. how are you?” “ I amas well asI was when 
you afked me before. If I ail any thing, I will let you 
know.” 





NEW MODE of ROBBERY. 
AM lately entered a little publick-houfe, near King- 


fton, in Surrey, called for a pint of ale, drank it, and, 
whilft the hoft was away, put the pot into his pocket, and 
without paying for the beer, withdrew. The landlord re- 
turning, two other mem, who were in the room, afked him if 


he knew the perfon who had juit left the houfe ? ' No, he 
replied. “* Did he pay for his ale?” faid they. * No,” 
anfwered the other. Why dn” him, cried one of the 


guefts, “ he put the pot in his pocket.” “* The Devil he 
did !’’ exclaimed the hoft, “* I will foon be after him.”’ 

Saying this, he ran to the door, andthe two men with him. 

There, there, he’s going round the corner new | 1”? faid one 
pointing. Upon which the landlord immediately fet off, and 
cutting acrofs a field, quickly came up to him. Holle ! 
my friend,” faid he, “you forgot to pay for your beer.” 

Yes,” replied the other, ° “* I know that!” “ And per- 
haps you know, too,” added the hoft, “ that you took away 
the pot? Come, come, I muft have that back at any rate.” 

" Well, well,” faid the man, and put his hand into his 
pocket, as if about to return the pot; but inftead of that, he 
produced a piftol, and robbed the ale-houfe keeper of his 
watch and money. 

This might feem calamity enough for the poor man; but 
to fill up his cup of misfortune to the brim, he heard, on his 
reaching his home, that the two he had left behind, had, 
during his abfence , plundered his till ot all his filver {[poons, 
@ nd decamped, 


VoL. XXXV, zg A Anfwer, 
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Anfwer to G, England’s Rebus, inferted December 9, 


And when he returns to old England again, 

May your friendfhips be mutual and firmly remain! 
But fhould you continue your mule to invite, 

Pray make her your ftudy by day and by night; 
For nature appears to have given you powers, 

To pleafe the whole family in fome future hours. 


<r We have received the like anfwer from W. Bickhan, 
jun. of Afhburton ; Robert Maffet, of Saltafh; W. Broci,t 
of Evercreech; William Chudleigh, of Newton Bubhel:} 
R. Thomas, and T. Whicker, of Exeter; a conftant reader:| 
T. Bullock, a royal miner; T. Richards, junior ; Thoma} 
Churchoufe, of Yeovil; and J. Ninnis, of St: Agnes, 


A QUESTION, by 7. Smith, of the Royal Ariillery, Ply, 


HE difference between an equilateral /\, and its in. 


the circle, and the fide of the triangle. 





M 


On the top of a houfe, by an artilt plac’d there ; 
‘hole, tho’ ftrange it may feem, yet do not wonder, 
Makes balis {wiftly tly, and cannon tothunder. 


My w 
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RRIVED at BARBADOES, after crofling the fey, 
To your friend, Mr. England, we with health and ea. 


mouth Dock. 


{cribed circle == one acre: Required the diameter o 





A REBUS, by R. Thomas, of Exeter, 


N ancient title pray firft find ; 
A Berkthire town then call to mind; 
An heathen god you then muft name; 
A fhip connetét unto the fame: 
*lace the initials right and true, 
A hero’s name appears in view. 





A CHARADE, éy T. Bullock,a Royal Miner. 


Y: firft is well known to rich and to poor, 
Once a weck goes tomarket, and fometimes gocs more; 
fee my next, rais’d high in the air, 
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On paffing accidentally near Plymouth Dock.yard while 
the Bell was ringing to call the Artifans to their Employ. 


ment, 


Roppy morn 
Peeps thro’ the glowing portals of the eat; 
And now the 4e//, forelftalling Sol’s approach 
Rings the loud iarum to the induftrious band, 
Who, from all quarcers, ’gin to urge their way, 
Swarm in the itreet, and, like the honey’d race, 
Tend to the common centre, to the hive; 
And, like them too, with induftry untir’d, 
Plan and confolidate the public weal. 


From every quarter, lo! mechanic bands 
Bend the quick footftep to the bufy yard ; 
Each avenue isthrong’d. I view each face . 
Glowing with health, unmix’d with cutting care ; 
And think, as each ftrong hineament I pom 
I trace the honeft features of the foul, 
Muting attentive on fucceeding fcenes 
Of the long bufy day. I pauie,I ponder, 
And gratctul feelings {weep acrofs the breaft ; 
While, all contemplative, | trace the future, 
Th’ rifing glories of an embryo fleet, 
Where Britain’s banners, high unfurl'd fhall wave 
In proudeit columns vittory o’er the foe. 


No hordes of ufelefs caterers are here ; 
No prompter here of high-fed luxury ; 
By grandevur’s fopperies for ever fofier’d, 
Their country’s pelt, her nuifance, and her bane. 
But here a generous race unfold the plan, 
And tofs their columns proud!y to the wave, 
Qn whole exiitence hangs a nation’s fate, 
Who feduloufly ftretch the nervous arm, 
High firung by labour to the general good ; 
And give the general pulfe of public ftrength 
A throb more eager, and a livelier bound. 
Go generous race! Go raife thofe far-fam’d fabrics, 
Briannia’s proudett boafi—that better far 
Than ali the rocks that line her fea-beat bounds, 
Or all ¢he legions numerous and brave, 

That 
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That crown-her wave-worn cliffs, defend her rights 
From bands fanatic, who on yon fell thore : 
Line the green ftrand, and throng the vine-clad height. 


Albion! while fych a race thy care fhall nurfe 
As now, no foe may caufe the leaft alarm. 
Favor’d of Heaven this fea-girt ifle fnall live 
Free from the chain her favage foes may forge. 
For thee the failor up the cordage Gies, 

For thee braves daantlefs too the midnight gale, 
Or pours hot thunder on the flying foe. 

For thee thefe fons of art the keel extend, 
Fearlefs for thee they mount the gunwale’s height, 
And proudly finifh what keen genius plann’d ; 
Launch to the wave the well-compacted columny 
That in fome hour dn Bifcay’s ttormy bay 

May ttamp frefh fligma ona finking foe ; 

That wing’d by ocean’s boifterous, {weeping gale 
Shall hurl frefh ruin on appalled France ; 

Dathi thro’ the watry wafte unfought, untir’d, 
And bind new laurels on Britannia’s brow. 


N. CARRINGTON. 


Plymouth Dock. 






















The MIDNIGHT WATCH. 
Wie to the rude unpitying ocean 


I breathe the fond and frequent pray’r, 
Perhaps, my love, thy heart’s emotion 
Is huth’d by deep defpair. 


Perhaps fulpenfe, with ceafelefs anguith, 
Like mine has pierc’d my Anna’s breaft, 
And left her heart at laft to languith, 
In hopelefs, horrid ref, 


Like me, to night's dull ear complaining, 
She feels her heart with paffion glow, 

And begs that wind my courfe detaining 
With fav’ring gale to blow. 


The fenfelefs waves, with cold refiltance, 
May roll between my love and me; 
But my heart flieso’er boundlefs dilance, 
And iprings, dear maid ! to thee, HW. 









On S LE E P. 


| gore of death, my withes give 
With thee, kind fleep, tolie: 
Thus, without life, how {weet to live ! 
T’ us, without death, to die. 














